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BENEFITS 
Applying the EKT can benefi t your students and 
your school in several ways: 
•  a rich source of feedback for students and schools 

via an online interactive graphical report;
•  students can present their score report letters as an 

evidence of performance for prospective employers;
•  benchmarking your institution against European 

performance levels can be a tool for quality assurance, 
helping on the identifi cation of priorities for curricular 
governance and faculty development.
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Promoting best assessment practice 
in medical education in Europe! 

EBMA is a non-profi t organisation and consists of a 
group of European professionals who have expertise in 
assessment and/or have leadership roles in universities, 
or other institutional bodies concerned with medical 
education and training.

Our mission 
“To promote the quality of the healthcare workforce by 
providing a series of assessment programmes for individuals 
and health education institutions. EBMA aspires to lead 
the development of best practice in assessment through 
research and its practical application.”

Our vision 
“Enhancing public trust and confi dence in the healthcare 
systems in Europe by contributing to the quality of 
healthcare services provided to patients.”

Certifi cation 
EBMA is not, and cannot be, a licensing body; neither 
does EBMA promote a pan European licensing examination. 
That is the function of regulatory bodies and universities in 
the different European countries. Medical Directive 93/16/
EEC facilitates free movement of doctors throughout the 
European Economic Area (EEA) and defi nes a legal 
framework for the mutual recognition of medical diplomas, 
certifi cates and other qualifi cations for doctors moving 
countries. 

EBMA will always act within the legal provisions that 
ensure free movement of the medical workforce. 
We provide a range of assessment products and 
initiatives that are relevant for Europe and take into 
account of country differences. 

The European 
Knowledge Test (EKT) 

The EKT covers all relevant aspects of basic and clinical 
sciences as well as behavioural sciences and statistics. 
The EKT is currently available in English and consists of 
200 multiple-choice questions, each with one best answer 
accepted as correct. The diffi culty of the test and cut 
scoring are tailored to the knowledge level European 
students should have at the time just prior to receiving 
their Doctor of Medicine (or equivalent) degree. 

Test design and construction
EBMA understands that good quality assurance around item 
writing and reviewing is paramount in yielding assessment 
tools with high levels of validity and reliability. Our assess-
ment tools, including the EKT, are written and carefully 
peer-reviewed by specialists in Europe. Test composition 
was established by a survey of EBMA board members who 
developed a blueprint compatible with the blueprint of the 
International Progress Test. This blueprint comprises key 
tasks that doctors commonly perform, such as understan-
ding normal and abnormal processes, identifi cation of 
clinical fi ndings, diagnosis, the prevention and therapy of 
diseases and community-related aspects. Test assembly 
is also guided by system-based categories and traditional 
medical disciplines. Great care is taken to ensure the 
EKT will mirror current epidemiology in different parts 
of Europe, although local customization is possible.

Standard setting
Passing standards for the EKT are calculated using the 
Angoff method. This procedure involves the participation 
of the board members who assess the importance of each 
item for a recently graduated doctor. In the Angoff procedure 
for the EKT, the intraclass correlation coeffi cient was 0,95. 
This is an indication of the high degree of convergence in 
the opinions of the participating specialists, and evidence 
of the robustness of the cut scoring procedure. 

State-of-the-art measurement
For the EKT modern psychometric techniques are used to 
ensure that scores are as valid and reliable as possible. 
Standardized scaled scores are calculated using best 
modelling practices so that they can retain their meaning 
throughout time and be comparable between students, 
institutions and countries. The fi rst EKT pilot showed 
evidence of a high degree of reliability, with a Cronbach’s 
alpha coeffi cient of 0,9. Psychometric analyses are 
routinely performed on EKT data to ensure a high 
degree of validity, so that bias against specifi c 
countries or institutions can be avoided where possible. 
This is particularly important when dealing with an 
international assessment programme.

FEEDBACK REPORTING TO STUDENTS
Students receive detailed feedback through a rich online 
interactive graphical report or individual letters. The total 
score is reported and the standard against the background 
distribution of their institution and of all institutions 
combined. Furthermore, detailed scores and the standard 
per cluster, category, discipline and task are visible against 
the background distribution of all institutions combined. 
Percentage score, standardized score and error are 
provided numerically next to the graphs. 

FEEDBACK REPORTING TO SCHOOLS
Deans and other stakeholders receive detailed reports 
of the students’ performance benchmarked against a 
European reference group.

Component of the online interactive feedback report
This graph shows your detailed scores and the standard per task 
against the background distribution of all institutions combined


